
Byron Johns 
6030 Archstone Ct. #305 
Alexandria, VA 22310 

September 28, 2012 

Thomas J. Rettger 
P.O. Box 6282 
West Hyattsville, MD 20782 

Dear Mr. Thomas Rettger: 

My name is Byron Edward Johns. I am a United States of America citizen born xxxxx. I swear that this information 
is true under penalty of perjury.  This letter is to request a second level review of my appeal of being denied 
access to classified information by the CIA (The Agency). 

I received a letter in November 2010, two months following my CIA pre-employment processing, saying that I had 
been “denied access to classified information” from the CIA and my Conditional Offer of Employment was 
rescinded.  I immediately filed an appeal at that time and was just notified that my appeal was denied, almost two 
years later.  My initial denial was based solely on the false accusation that I used countermeasures to manipulate 
my body’s responses during my CIA pre-employment polygraphs.  I was told at the very end of my polygraph 
sessions that I had been altering my breathing on purpose to manipulate the polygraph’s readings.  This is 
completely false. I had no idea that my breathing was irregular. I was nervous and anxious during my polygraphs 
and could have just as well been subconsciously tapping my foot or shaking, which would have also been 
unintentional actions.  If my polygraph examiner would have told me exactly that I need to relax and make sure I 
breathe normally, I could have immediately corrected my breathing, or any other subconscious irregular behavior. 
Instead, the polygraph examiner waited until the very end of my second polygraph examination to tell me that my 
breathing was irregular, at which point it was too late for me to correct.  I had absolutely no intent of using 
countermeasures during the polygraphs.  

These subconscious and uncontrollable physiological responses would be considered a reasonable cause, per 
“ICPG 704.2 Personal Conduct Paragraph 1-a”. The Agency’s security concerns can be mitigated per ICPG 704.2 
Personal Conduct Paragraph 3-b: 

 The refusal to cooperate…was caused or significantly contributed to by improper or inadequate advice of
authorized personnel…advising or instructing the individual specifically concerting the security clearance
process.

Since I was not notified about my subconscious irregular breathing sooner, I would consider this as inadequate 
advice of authorized personnel. I could have corrected my breathing if I had been informed of it during the exams. 

I ask that you please overturn this decision of be being denied security clearance, or SCI access as I’m not sure 
which one exactly I was denied, by the CIA.  I do not deserve to have this on my record based solely on false 
accusations. 

Sincerely, 

Byron Johns 


